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I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  the  Urban 
Council  my  22nd  complete  annual  report  of  the 
Sanitary  district  of  Wellington,  Somerset.  There 
was  an  incomplete  one  for  1874,  but,  owing  to  the 
Public  Health  Act  not  being  then  in  force, 
many  essential  details  were  wanting. 

The  year  under  review, like  the  one  immediately 
preceding  it,  may  lay  claim  to  have  been  unevent¬ 
ful,  while  at  the  same  time  showing  steady 
progress  in  matters  of  sanitation  among 
the  population,  taking  this  in  its  broadest 
sense. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected 
during  the  year.  In  January  a  case  of  typhoid 
fever  was  discovered  in  a  house  at  Rockwell 
Green,  as  reported  to  the  Council  on  the  30th  of 
that  month.  Close  enquiry  was  made  into  every 
possible  source  from  which  the  illness  might  be 
derived.  There  was  no  history  of  contact  either 
directly  or  indirectly  with  a  similar  case.  The  sani¬ 
tary  surroundings  of  th(#house  were  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory,  and  a  water  closet  frequented  by 
the  sufferer,  in  common  with  others,  was  found  in 
a  very  offensive  condition,  due  entirely,  as  was 
reported  at  the  time  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to 
the  culpable  negligence  of  the  tenants  of  the 
place — those  of  them  frequenting  the  latrine.  Two 
months  later  a  second  case  developed  in  the  same 
family  as  the  first,  induced,  most  likely,  by  the 
first,  in  spite  of  all  practicable  means  being  taken 
to  prevent  this.  Roth  recovered,  and  the  bedding 
and  other  articles  of  clothing  were  destroyed  by 
order  of  the  Council.  J 
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On  the  18th  of  June  two  other  cases  of  enteric 
fever  were  reported  from  Eight  A  res.  I’hese 
had  no  connection  in  any  way  with  the  other  two 
first  mentioned.  There  was  nothing  in  or  ab'mt 
Eight  Ac  es  which  could  be  deemed  likely  to 
convey  typhoid  fever.  The  place  of  employment, 
food,  drink,  etc,  of  the  sufferers,  were  found  to  be 
all  correct.  The  cases  were  those  of  two  brothers, 
living  at  home  with  their  parents  and  occupying 
the  same  bed.  The  elder  of  the  two  experienced 
an  attack  of  summer  diarrhoea  at  the  end  of 
May  and  w  hile  so  sufferii  g  was  exposed,  on  the 
31st  of  the  month,  to  strong  sewer  gas  emanations. 
The  second  contracted  the  fever  in  about  a  week’s 
time  from  the  elder.  Both  recovered. 

There  were  eight  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified 
during  the  year.  One  case  was  clearly  imported 
from  Bristol,  as  the  illness  occurred  within  a  day 
aft<  r  the  arrival  of  the  patient — a  boy  of  eight 
years — in  Wellington,  from  that  city,  where 
scarlet  fever  then  (July)  prevailed  and  that  in  the 
school  which  he  used  to  attend.  The  illness  did 
not  spread  from  this  case  and  there  have  been  no 
fatal  results  from  this  complaint. 

The>e  were  four  other  notified  cases  of  illness, 
three  being  erysipelas,  which,  as  usual,  was  mild 
and  unimportam,  and  hardly  deserving  of  notified 
attention.  The  remaining  case  was  that  of 
puerperal  fever,  which  owing  to  complications 
ended  fatally.  These  16  were  all  the  cases  that 
were  reported  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notifi¬ 
cation  Act  of  1890. 

Early  in  November  1  reported  to  the  Council 
that  measles  had  appeared  in  places  in  the 
district  and  that  the  illness  was  of  a  comparatively 
mild  character.  It  was  not  surprising  that  an 
epidemic  of  this  illness  should  invade  Wellington 
at  the  time  it  did,  seeing  that  for  many  weeks 
previous  it  was  prevalent  in  the  parishes 
adjoining.  Every  effort  was  made  to  prevent  its 
becoming  a  general  outbreak,  but  not  with  any 
marked  success. 

A  little  over  five  years  since  there  was  a  similar 
epidemic  in  this  district.  It  is  not  possible  to 
give  an  approximate  idea  of  the  number  of  cases 
up  to  the  end  of  December,  but  they  were  many, 
and  increased  rapidly  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  and  two  of  them,  owing  to  complications 
terminated  fatally. 
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At  the  commencement  of  the  measles  outbreak 
there  were  a  great  number  of  cases  of  mumps  pre¬ 
valent  among  children  at  the  same  time.  Owing 
to  these  ailments  the  managers  of  elementary 
schools  closed  their  schools  from  December  18th 
instead  of  from  the  2Mrd,the  usual  date  for  closing 
schools  for  the  Christmas  holidays,  and  it  was 
considered  expedient  to  have  no  Sunday  Schools 
open  either  during  the  holidays  Thus  the  popu¬ 
lation  generally  did  all  that  was  possible  to  assist 
in  reducing  the  risk  of  infection  and  dissemina¬ 
tion. 

In  the  matter  of  general  inspection  a  case  of 
overcrowdii  g  was  repotted  on  March  the  3rd. 

Three  instances  of  persons  living  in  houses  not 
fit  for  habitation  were  brought  to  notice  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  and  action  taken  in  regard  to 
them. 

Many  instances  of  defective  or  choked  drains 
and  ejects  were  reported  upon  during  the  year 
besides  nuisances  arising  from  want  of  good 
common  cleanliness  in  and  about  dwellings. 

A  choked  syphon  caused,  a  few  weeks  ago,  a 
serious  nuisance  in  a  private  house,  fouling  the 
rain  water  cistern  among  other  things.  It  was 
brought  about,  as  was  subsequently  ascertained, 
by  an  inexperienced  servant  blushing  bits  of 
sticks,  stones,  and  bricks,  which  she  had  been 
directed  to  take  away  into  a  shallow  earthenware 
trap  in  the  back  kitchen,  and  then  flushing  them 
until  they  blocked  the  syphom  outside  the  house. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  informs  me  that  about 
300  yards  of  new  nine-inch  glazed  socket  pipe 
sewer  has  been  constructed  at  Crosslands,  and 
similar  length  on  the  Waterloo  Estate.  A  portion 
of  the  sewer  in  Pound  Lane  being  defective  was 
taken  up  and  replaced  by  glazed  socket  pipes. 
There  have  been  built  twenty-nine  new  houses 
for  working  classes  and  eight  villa  residences. 
The  water  mains  have  been  extended  some  200 
yards  each  at  Crosslands  and  Waterloo  Estates. 

House  refuse,  as  heretofore,  is  removed  by  the 
Urban  Council’s  carts  from  all  parts  of  the  town 
twice  a  week,  and,  in  consequence,  ash  pits  are 
becoming  few  and  far  between. 
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New  sewers  have  been  constructed  in  ,rade- 
house,  and  in  Rockwell  Green,  and  in  Improve¬ 
ment  Place  and  North  Street  additional  closets 
have  been  constructed. 

There  were  a  couple  of  instances  of  nuisances 
arising  from  pig-keeping  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Council  and  the  necessary  orders  for  abate¬ 
ment  issued. 

1  have  on  several  occasion  inspected  the  ele¬ 
mentary  schools  of  the  district  and  their  premises, 
and  taken  particular  notice  of  matters  sanitary  re¬ 
lating  to  them,  as  well  as  of  the  physical  state  and 
appearance  of  the  pupils,  and  detailed  reports  of 
these  visits  have  from  time  to  time  been  submitted 
to  the  Council.  I  find  masters,  as  well  as  others 
interested  in  the  schools,  always  ready  to  welcome 
these  inspections. 

The  slaughter  houses  and  bakeries  have  been 
inspected  as  on  former  occasions. 

There  has  been  no  regular  inspection  of  cow¬ 
sheds,  dairies,  or  milkshops,  but  attention  was 
directed  in  June  to  certain  insanitary  matters  con¬ 
nected  with  a  dairy  on  the  south  side  of  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

The  water  supply  of  the  town  has  often  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  Inspector’s  report  book.  In  five  in¬ 
stances  3  old  wells  have  been  abandoned  affecting 
32  dwellings,  and  water  taken  from  the  town 
supply. 

There  are  still  a  certain  number  of  people  who 
resist  abandoning  their  old  wells  as  sources  of 
water  supply,  but  the  number  is  decreasing. 

An  auxiliary  tank  has  been  constructed  near  the 
pumping  station.  Owing  to  the  great  waste  of 
water  which  had  long  been  suspected,  and  proved 
by  special  examination  in  July,  the  supply  had  to 
be  cut  off  for  a  fww  hours  in  the  day  during  the 
summer,  as  well  as  for  seven  hours  duriug  the 
night.  The  supply  at  the  fountain  head  has  al¬ 
ways  been  ample  and  the  quality  always  unexcep¬ 
tionable. 

The  Registrar’s  returns  for  the  year  show  that 
there  were  112  deaths — including  all  ages — in  the 
district,  182  births,  against  204  births  and  123 
deaths  for  the  year  before — 1895. 
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The  death  rate  per  thousand  cn  an  estimated 
population  of  7,189,  as  on  July  1st,  was  15-567— 
a  low  rate  which  was  only  equalled  in  1892. 

If  the  population- 6808— as  ascertained  at  the 
last  census  taken,  the  death  rate  will  still  be  found 
a  favourable  one.  since  it  will  only  equal  16-59.  By 
deducting  the  deaths  ot  eight  persons  who  oied  in 
the  district  but  did  not  belong  to  it,  the  rate  for 
last  year  is  further  reduced  to  14  464. 


The  birth  rate  was  25-31  against  28  7  for  1895. 
Twelve  children  under  one  year  of  age  died,  be¬ 
ing  an  infant  mortality  of  65  9  per  thousand  births- 
against  98  per  thousand  births  the  year  before.  It 
was  about  the  lowest  infant  death  rate  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  yet  recorded. 


Six  children  died  between  one  and  five  years 
six  between  five  and  under  15,  four  persons  of  15 
and  under  25,  39  of  25  and  under  65,  while  the 
remaining  45  were  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 


As  to  causes  of  death,  the  usual  zymotic  dis¬ 
eases  figured  only  to  a  very  slight  degree.  One 
person  is  certified  as  having  died  of  puerperal 
lever  but  with  giave  complications.  Two  children 
died  ot  measles  complicated  with  inflammation  of 
0ne  Person,  aged  and  feeble  in  mind 
and  body,  succumbed  to  an  attack  of  summer 
diarrhoea.  Another  to  rheumatic  fever  with  com¬ 
plications.  There  were  ten  deaths  due  to  con¬ 
sumption,  being  the  same  number  as  during  1895 
17  deaths  were  due  to  affections  of  the  lungs  only’ 

dlseases  ofthe  heart.  ThrJe  were 
certified  by  coroner’s  inquest.  There  were  no 
deaths  due  to  influenza  last  year.  The  remaining 
68  weredue  to  causes  which  the  official  table  of 
deaths  does  not  require  to  be  particularly  speci- 


I  have  had  returns  of  the  rainfall  of  last  year 
from  two  competent  observers.  One  situated  in 
the  town  gives  the  fall  at  25-82  inches.  The  other 
living  in  the  outskirts  gives  it  at  26  471.  Both 
show  that  the  rainfall  was  about  seveu’  inches 
below  the  average  for  this  district. 


Signed,  J.  Meredith, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


